TH'E     CATHOLIC     CHURCH

r known persecution in many countries at many
nods of the world's history, but the persecution
has suffered in Germany since Hitler came ta
has a character all its own. For the Nazis
save not attacked the Church for what are claimed
to be her failings but for what are known to be
her virtues: she is persecuted not because she is
Roman Catholic but because she is Christian.
That is the conclusion reached by Monsignor
Knox in this pamphlet. No fine fuiy of anti-
clericalism can be discovered in the Nazi assault*
only a carefully calculated will-to-power over the
minds of men, Monsignor Knox shows how the
same technique of aggression is used to attack the
Church as to conquer a neutral country: the tech-
nique of blandishment and threats, of lying propa-
ganda, even of the Fifth Column, for there are in
any Church men of peace who, rather than break
finally with the persecutor, are ready to sell the
pass, slope by slope, in the vain expectation of
appeasement. In conclusion Monsignor Knox
describes how ia the German-occupied territories
the mask of moderation is removed, and the Nazi
purpose can be seen for what it is, the eradication
of Christianity altogether.
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